
 

KS BANK CELEBRATES 1st PLACE FINISHES IN BEST OF 

JOHNSTON COUNTY AND GOLDSBORO BEST OF THE BEST 

AWARDS 

Recognitions highlight the importance of relationship-driven community banking in North 

Carolina  

SMITHFIELD, N.C., October 1, 2026 — KS Bank, a state-chartered savings bank and 

community-oriented financial institution, is honored to receive 1st place for Best Bank in both the 

Best of Johnston County and Goldsboro Best of the Best Awards. Both awards are community-

driven, meaning nominations and votes come from locals utilizing the businesses in town.  

“There’s no greater recognition we can receive than that from the hardworking people that we 

are proud to serve on a daily basis,” said Earl W. Worley, Jr., president and CEO of KS Bank. 

“These two award recognitions reflect the dedication that our teams have put in to ensure that our 

organization is relationship-driven and committed to our customers. We’re humbled by the votes 

we received from our Johnston County and Goldsboro communities, and we look forward to 

serving you for years to come.” 

The Best of Johnston County Awards, run by The Johnstonian News, take place annually and 

features nominations and votes coming from the community itself. With branches located in 

Clayton, Four Oaks, Kenly, Selma and Smithfield, KS Bank is thankful to the local community 

for their support and votes throughout the months-long campaign. The teams at the five Johnston 

County branches are thrilled to receive this recognition.  

The Goldsboro News Argus Best of the Best Readers’ Choice Awards has been hosted for 

decades and is a means to recognize readers’ favorite local businesses. KS Bank has one branch 

located in Goldsboro and is honored to be voted #1 in the Best Bank/Credit Union category. KS 

Bank has won this award for the second time in a row and is proud to call Goldsboro one of its 

homes.  

 



About KS Bank 

For more than 100 years, KS Bank has served communities across the Triangle East region of 

North Carolina. Established in 1924, KS Bank is a state-chartered savings bank and community-

oriented financial institution offering a broad array of competitive, pro-growth financial services 

to businesses, professionals, individuals and families. KS Bank offers retail and commercial 

lending and deposit services, mortgage products, and wealth management services through its 

Trust Division, Kestrel Wealth Management. KS Bank's corporate office is located in Smithfield, 

North Carolina, and the bank currently operates 12 financial centers in Harnett, Johnston, Nash, 

Wake, Wilson and Wayne counties. 
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